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For immediate release.
JERRY ZAKS TO DIRECT RANDY NEWMAN’S “HARPS AND ANGELS”  
AT MARK TAPER FORUM IN NOVEMBER 2010

New Work with Music & Lyrics of Beloved Songwriter to Have Musical Staging by Warren Carlyle
Four-time Tony Award-winning Jerry Zaks will direct the world premiere of Randy Newman’s “Harps and Angels,” which features the infectious music and lyrics of one of America’s most beloved songwriters, it was announced today by Michael Ritchie.  “Harps and Angels” is the final production of the Center Theatre Group’s 2010 season at the Mark Taper Forum and will be presented November 10 through December 19, 2010.  Opening is November 21. 
“Harps and Angels” is conceived by Jack Viertel.  Musical staging for the piece will be by Warren Carlyle.
Randy Newman’s witty, complex, bittersweet and often satirical songbook is at the heart of this new work, in which the personal and the socio-political entwine creating a compelling, honest and humorous commentary on what it is like to be born, grow up, fall in love, and live and die in America.

Some of the Newman songs that will be featured include “I Think It’s Going to Rain Today,” “Sail Away,” “Marie,” “Rednecks,” “My Country,” “Louisiana 1927,” “Feels Like Home,” “You’ve Got a Friend in Me” and of course, “I Love L.A.,” among many others.

For the more than 30 productions Jerry Zaks has directed in New York, he has received four Tony Awards for his direction on “Guys and Dolls,”  “Lend Me a Tenor,” “Six Degrees of Separation” and “The House of Blue Leaves,” and Tony Award nominations for “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum,” “Smokey Joe’s Café” and “Anything Goes.” Other works include “La Cage aux Folles,” “The Foreigner” (Obie Award), “The Marriage of Bette and Boo” (Obie Award), “The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial,” “Little Shop of Horrors” “The Man Who Came to Dinner,” “A Bad Friend,” “The Front Page,” “Laughter on the 23rd Floor,” “Assassins” (Drama Desk nomination), “Wenceslas Square,” “Sister Mary Ignatius…,” “Beyond Therapy”  and “A Bronx Tale.” He has also directed episodes for the long-running hit comedies “Everybody Loves Raymond,” “Frasier” and “Two and a Half Men.” A graduate of Dartmouth with an MFA from Smith, he received the SSDC’s George Abbott Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Theatre in 1994. 
Warren Carlyle directed and choreographed the highly acclaimed revival of “Finian’s Rainbow,” currently a hit on Broadway. He was also the director and choreographer of “A Tale of Two Cities” on Broadway. In addition, he choreographed “On the Town,” “Juno” and “Stairway to Heaven” for Encores!

Over his remarkable career, Randy Newman has received 17 Academy Award nominations, five Grammy Awards and two Emmy Awards, and he was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2002. In addition to his 13 albums from 1968 to the present, his film scores include, among others, “Ragtime,” “Awakenings,” “The Natural,” “Toy Story,” “A Bug’s Life” and “Monsters, Inc.” (for which he won the Academy Award for Best Song).


Newsweek said, “[Randy Newman] will make you laugh, break your heart and scare you to death, usually all in the same song, sometimes in the same verse.” NPR said, “Singer and composer Randy Newman’s wry and sometimes raw musical commentary has become a big part of the American cultural landscape.”
Tickets for the Taper’s 2010 season are currently available by subscription.  For information and to charge season tickets by phone, call Audience Services at (213) 972-4444.  To purchase online, visit www.CenterTheatreGroup.org. 

For information regarding audio description and sign language interpreted performances, call TDD/Voice (213) 680-4017.
Center Theatre Group, a non-profit theatre arts organization, is one of the largest and most active theatre companies in the nation, programming seasons year-round at the 740-seat Mark Taper Forum and the 1,600 to 2,000-seat Ahmanson Theatre at the Music Center of Los Angeles, and the 317-seat Kirk Douglas Theatre in Culver City.
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